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❑ Timelime
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❑ Sub-structures and Water Depths

• >70 sub-structures

• >90% in 50m water depth

• Floating structures: <10

• Vietsovpetro accounts for ~ 50%

❑ Wells

• ~1000 wells

• >50% are producing

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

180

200

1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015

W
ate

r d
e

p
th

 (m
)

Overall water depth progress

Local capability

50m

115m
124m

183m



Preparations for Decommissioning Challenges in Vietnam

❑ Principal Legislation & Regulations related to Decommissioning

• General legislation & regulations:

➢ Petroleum Law (1993)

➢ Decision No. 84 (2010) of the Prime Minister - Petroleum production procedures

➢ Decree No. 33 (2013) of the Government - PSC template

➢ Decree No. 95 (2015) of the Government – Detailing the Petroleum Law

➢ Decision No. 04 (2015) of the Prime Minister – HSE in petroleum activities

• Well P&A regulations:

➢ Decision No. 37 (2005) replaced by Circular No. 17 (2020) of MOIT - Well P&A procedures 

➢ Decision No. 10 (2014) of MOIT - Well P&A procedures 

• Oil & gas decommissioning regulations:

➢ Decision No. 40 (2007) replaced by Decision No. 49 (2017) (of the Prime Minister) - Oil & 
gas decommissioning 
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Laws

Government’s 
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circulars
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❑ Decommissioning steps in Vietnam

• PSC generation

• Relinquishment obligations

• Decommissioning obligations

• Well P&A

• Activities relating to facilities’ removals
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❑ Current status of decommissioning in Vietnam

• >20 fields:  Decommissioning plans submitted 

• Funding

• Structure of the regulators

• Process of decommissioning plan submission
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❑ Body of laws relating to Vietnam
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International
Laws

International
Conventions

Regional
Conventions

National 
legislation

Industry & 
Company 

Procedures

Impact on the Government

Impact on the Company

Impact on the project
execution

UNCLOS (1982)

IMO guidelines

ASCOPE 2013 *

Company procedures

Petroleum Law (1993)
Decree No. 95 (2015)
Decision No. 49 (2017)
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❑ Decision No. 49 (2017)

• Overall

• Preparation, assessment and approval of a 
decommissioning plan

• Project execution

➢ Upstream projects

➢ Gas projects

➢ HSE

• Enforcement

813/12/2021



Preparations for Decommissioning Challenges in Vietnam

❑ Decision No. 49 (2017) 

• Obligations to carry out decommissioning: Operators

• Technical requirements

➢ Well P&A

➢ Facilities

➢ Pipelines

• Financial guarantee fund

➢ Funding for guaranteeing decommissioning activities

➢ Funded by production volumes

➢ Balance of fund in reality
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❑ Cost estimate concept

• Purpose of decommissioning cost 
estimation in each decision gate

• Technical solutions for decommissioning 
campaigns

• The cost estimate in a decommissioning 
plan

➢ For well P&A

➢ For facilities

• Review of the cost estimate
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❑ Example of some projects

• Vietsovpetro’s infrastructures
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❑ Key challenges

• Lack of technical experience

• Duration of preparations

• Limited market equipment & facilities
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